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      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their    families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
April 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
A dream of mine and many other members of our Post for years, has been to have a monument placed somewhere in Carlisle, PA honoring all veterans who served proudly in Vietnam.  On Saturday, May 9, 2009 at 10am, our Post will dedicate a beautiful memorial in the Veterans courtyard at the square of Carlisle, PA.  For those of you who have not seen the monument, a picture and the program schedule will be discussed at the next meeting.  Please attend the ceremony and bring your family, friends and other vets on May 9th.  This monument is for you, your families, for those who did not return alive and for those who never returned.  Let’s have a great turn out and show our “PRIDE” as well as our dedication to honoring those soldiers from Cumberland County who made the supreme sacrifice.  It’s our day!
OLD BUSINESS
On May 1 – 3 we will be setting up our memorabilia stand at a very large military gun show at the York Fairgrounds.  We will need help since this is a 3-day show.  Please contact Bob Hinkle for details, directions, etc. if you are interested in helping.
NEW BUSINESS
The Memorial Day Parade will be on Monday, May 25th in Carlisle.  We will be assembling at 8:15am on Noble Blvd. directly behind J.W. Music at our old storage area.  With the exception of the Color Guard, uniform is optional.  Please show up and march proudly with us.  Bring a vet friend along to march too.
EVENTS FOR 2009
May 1-3, 2009
        Gun show at the York Fairgrounds


May 9, 2009 
         Monument Dedication ceremony in Carlisle at 10am
May 25, 2009
         Memorial Day Parade in Carlisle

June 20, 2009
         Fountain Festival in Newville
July 17 – 19, 2009         Carlisle Bike Fest at Carlisle Fairgrounds
Sept. 24-26, 2009
         Harley Davidson Open House in York

Oct. 10, 2009
         Pasta Dinner in Carlisle

EVENTS FOR 2009 (continued)
Nov. 10-11, 2009           POW/MIA all night vigil

Dec. 5, 2009
         Post Christmas Party

Dec. 12-13, 2009
         Gun show at Farm Show in Harrisburg

There may be other events added throughout the year so please keep reading the newsletters.
WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT:  We continue to support this important group.  For more information regarding donations, contact Bob Hinkle or Pat Keckler.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, April 20, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Please try to attend; we will be discussing many very important issues.
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  Saturday, April 25, 2009 at 8am at the Carlisle Diner just past the Dickinson College football field.  Bring your spouse and enjoy a family-style get-together over breakfast.
2009 DUES ARE NOW DUE:   Dues are $10.00 a year or pay $50.00 and become a Life Time Member. Dues can be paid at a meeting or event or can be mailed to PO Box 696, Carlisle, PA  17013.  Please pay your dues.
MISCELLANEOUS:  
Jeff Walker is still recovering from back surgery and is doing well. Keep him in your prayers.
All donation requests must be submitted to a board member before the board meeting for review and approval.

Bob Hall has created our very own website.  It is www.carlislevietnamveterans.com   If you would like your contact name and information posted in the “members only” folder of the website, please email Bob Hall at gotohall@aol.com with your information.  To access the members only folder, the username is “vietvet” and the password is “welcomehome”.  If you have any problems, please contact Bob Hall.
If you have an email address, please submit it to Pat Keckler at pjk@embarqmail.com so that we may email you the newsletter and cut the cost of postage.  
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:  We need to send packages to our troops.  Help support those who are protecting you and your families by soliciting for donations and bringing them to the meetings.  If you know of a soldier who would like to receive a care package, please give the name and address to one of the board members.  A list of items requested or desired is attached on our letterhead for your convenience to present to potential donors.
POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  241-4224




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539
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DONATION REQUEST

The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is accepting donations to 


be sent to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  If you would be interested in donating items, 


please review the list below and contact Bob Hinkle for pick up arrangements.

Hard candies

Writing tablets
Envelopes

Eye Drops


Gum


Chap Stick

Traveling Games
Playing Cards


Popcorn

Hot Cocoa

Coffee


Toothbrushes


Crackers

Toothpaste

Dental Floss

Beef Jerky


Nuts


Books


Magazines

Crossword Puzzles


Cookies

Pocket Sized Hand Sanitizers

Lotion


Pens


Tissues

Ready to eat Tuna, Chicken, etc.


Note Cards

White Socks

Phone Cards

Deodorant


After Shave 

Shaving Cream
Non-scented wipes
Combos


Doritos

Spaghetti-O’s

Vienna Sausages
Campbells Pork-n-Beans


Canned Fruit

Bibles


Word Searches

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
MEMBER HIGHLIGHT THIS MONTH IS BOB HINKLE
Our Commander, Bob Hinkle, gave up several baseball scholarships to prestigious colleges to join the Army and go to Vietnam.  He was driven by his patriotism inspired by heroes of old such as John Wayne to fight for the freedoms we enjoy.  He signed up with the Army in February 1966 because he wanted to be “in the fight” as a ranger or a member of the special forces and joined the infantry as a Private.
He did his combat training and acclimation training at Fort Gordon, GA and AIT (Advanced Infantry Training) at Fort Lewis, WA.  While at Fort Lewis, he put in for Jump School.  After AIT was complete, he went home on leave, supposedly for 30 days, but after 15 or 16 days he received a telegram that his Jump School training was cancelled and they were cutting his leave short.  He would be going with the Advanced Party of the 4th Infantry Division assigned to the 1 / 12 (1st Battalion, 12th Infantry) near Pleiku, Vietnam in the central Highlands as a rifleman, PFC (Private First Class).
Since the remainder of the Division was arriving by ship, they cleared a fire base that was occupied by the 173rd Airborne that was leaving.  He was assigned to a rifle platoon that was made up of 120 men to search and destroy Charlie. For 5 months he walked into ambushes in the rice patties that were surrounded by tree lines and lost many friends because they were hit so hard.  He was wounded in an ambush when he caught a grenade from behind that messed up his back and put him in the hospital for a week.  The next time they went out, his best friend was killed and he decided then that was the last straw, he wanted to transfer to the LRRP’s (Long Range Reconnaissance Patrol) where he wouldn’t be an easy target.
In 1967, he was accepted as a LRRP and was sent to Ranger School in Natrang for crash training by the Green Berets/Special Forces.  The remaining 6 months of his first tour as a LRRP was spent with 5-man or 8-man teams on long range or short range missions collecting intelligence about Charlie and relaying it back to command. They wore tiger-striped uniforms and camouflaged themselves visually with foliage and would rub dead fish over themselves to mask their body odors so they would smell like Charlie.  They would lay on the ground for 3-5 days without moving or making a sound, letting bugs, snakes, etc. crawl over them so they could remain hidden.  They would sleep during the day to gather information at night because that’s when Charlie would move.  They would form a 10ft. diameter circle with their backs to each other and would communicate with hand signals only.  The radio was used to check in and change locations.  Everything was taped or mounted to their uniforms so that nothing would make a noise.  Many times the LRRP rations were gone and they wouldn’t eat.   When they were pulled out, a chopper would drop a ladder and they would hang on until the chopper could land them safely.  When not out gathering intelligence, they spent their days in an underground bunker they called the Oasis fire base.  

Bob was sent home after his first tour to Fort Eustis, VA to complete his 3 year term and couldn’t adjust.  He kept thinking of the guys back in Vietnam and volunteered to go back with a LRRP team.  Since there were no LRRP openings available, he put in for a door gunner.  Bob became a Corporal with the 119 Combat Assault Helicopter Co. as a door gunner and went back to Vietnam in Feb. 1968 to Pleiku for another 6 months.  He was shot down twice.  The first crash was what he calls a “soft landing” and everyone survived.  The second crash was much worse and Bob was the only survivor only because a door gunner from another chopper jumped out and grabbed him.  He was in the 70th Evac. hospital in Pleiku for 1-1/2 months with head, face and hip injuries.
They wouldn’t let him return after he was released from the hospital, so they sent him to spend 3 months with a Goer Unit running convoys that were hauling ammunition and fuel.  During his last 2 months, he was sent to Qui-Nhon to a transportation company loading trucks.  His last 2 months were the only time he actually had any time spent with the natives.

He was sent home to Fort Lewis, WA for mustering (debriefing) that lasted a whopping 4-5 hours and was put on a bus with some other soldiers to the Seattle airport were he was met with protestors who threw stuff at them and cursed at them.  Bob was home on Feb. 22, 1969 and was in jail his first night home.  He left the Army as a Buck Sgt – E5 with 2 Purple Hearts, 2 Bronze stars for each tour of duty and a CIB (Combat Infantry Badge) which he is the most proud of.
