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                                                   Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc.

                                                                 P.O. Box 696

               


                 Carlisle,  PA  17013





         MISSION STATEMENT

      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their    families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
February 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
We have many missions to accomplish in 2009, but the most important is for us to continue collecting donations for our troops in IRAQ and AFGHANISTAN.  We need your help, so talk to your co-workers, friends, family, etc. and please collect items listed at the end of this newsletter.  Bring the donations to a meeting, an event or call Bob Hinkle and I will schedule a time to pick them up.  When I was in NAM, I received only one care package in two tours and I kind of got the feeling that no one gave a damn.  Let’s support our troops.  Like I said in last month’s newsletter, “CUSS THE DEVIL AND TAKE A RIDE”.



Bob Hinkle
OLD AND NEW BUSINESS

The Vietnam memorial honoring Vietnam vets from Cumberland County is on schedule.  We have a “tentative” date for our dedication.  It will be on May 9, 2009 unless Carlisle rejects that date.  We will confirm that date in our March newsletter but the excitement is growing.  We will have a key speaker with a ceremony that makes us all proud.  Please mark your calendars because we really want a great turnout.  More details will be coming later.
EVENTS FOR 1ST HALF 2009
1 - Feb 21 & 22, 2009   Gun Show at York Fairgrounds 
2 – May 9, 2009 
         Monument Dedication ceremony in Carlisle

3 – May 25, 2009
         Memorial Day Parade in Carlisle

4 – June 20, 2009
         Fountain Festival in Newville
5 – July 17 – 19, 2009    Carlisle Bike Fest at Carlisle Fairgrounds
We may add another gun show in April or May but won’t know until next month.  Events for the 2nd half of 2009 will be listed in the March newsletter.

GUN SHOW:  We will be setting up on Saturday, 2/21 at 8am and Sunday,  2/22 at 9am.  If you can help, we sure could use it.  For more details contact Bob Hinkle
PASTA DINNER:  We decided we won’t have the pasta dinner until October 2009.  A specific date and time will be in the March newsletter.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Will be on Monday, February 16, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Please try to attend.

NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  Will be held on Saturday, February 28, 2009 at the Carlisle Diner just past the Dickinson College football field at 8am.  Bring your spouse and have a good time with your fellow members.
2009 DUES ARE NOW DUE:  You can pay at a meeting or send them to our PO Box.  Dues are $10.00 a year or pay $50.00 and become a Life Time Member.  That’s a great deal so take advantage of it.

MISCELLANEOUS:  
Big Spring High School Band will be performing at their High School on Feb. 12, 2009 at 7pm and they would like as many veterans as possible to attend.  The concert is dedicated to all Veterans, so if you want an enjoyable evening, go to Big Spring High School on Feb. 12, 2009.

Bob Gilbert submitted a website that some of you may be interested in looking at.  It is http://www.familyfriendsfirearms.com  Check it out, you might like it.
Jeff Walker, one of our members, has recently had back surgery.  Remember him in your prayers as we wish him a quick recovery.

If you have an email address, please submit it to Pat Keckler @ pjk@embarqmail.com so that we may email you the newsletter and cut the cost of postage.
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:  We need to send packages to our troops.  Help support those who are protecting you and your families by soliciting for donations and bringing them to the meetings.  If you know of a soldier who would like to receive a care package, please give the name and address to one of the board members.

**************Items could include:***************
Hard candies, gum, popcorn, crackers, nuts, cookies, pens, writing tablets, envelopes, eye drops, chap stick, traveling games, playing cards, hot cocoa, coffee, toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, beef jerky, books, magazines, crossword puzzles, pocket size hand sanitizer, lotion, tissues, ready to eat tuna, chicken, etc., soup, rice, note cards, white socks, phone cards, deodorant, after shave, shaving cream, baby wipes, Combos, Doritos, Spagehtti-O’s
           POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  249-4515




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT THIS MONTH IS EDWARD JAY RYKOSKEY - OUR POST’S NAMESAKE
The only serviceman from Cumberland County whose remains were not accounted for, Edward Rykoskey was the son of Edward and Mary Rykoskey of Carlisle.  Ed finished his schooling at Carlisle High School in 1964 and   enlisted in the Marine Corps with his friend, George Thompson, on a “buddy” system program.  Completing basic training at Parris Island, South Carolina, Rykoskey went to Vietnam as a member of Company C, 3rd Reconnaissance Battalion and served in the area around Da Nang.  On 18 August 1966, as a radio man on a four man patrol in Vietnam’s Dai Loc Mountains, southwest of the city, Rykoskey was struck down by automatic weapons fire.  His   team attempted to extract him from the battle zone but because of the combat situation could not do so.  The next morning a large scale search for Rykoskey’s body was implemented.  Dubbed “Operation Allegheny”, this sweep of the area retraced the route of the patrol but found no sign of Ed.  The operation was terminated ten days later.

