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                   Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1               
                                                   Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc.

                                                                 P.O. Box 696

               


                 Carlisle, PA  17013





         MISSION STATEMENT

      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their    families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
July 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
One of our biggest fund raisers will be coming up this weekend – the Bike Fest at the Carlisle Fairgrounds on Friday, Saturday and Sunday, (7/17 – 7/19).  WE NEED LOTS OF HELP! Since we no longer have the parking to raise money, this is our best event to raise funds for our projects throughout the year.  Hopefully, most of you can help one or more days this weekend.
OLD BUSINESS

We showed up at the Fountain Festival in Newville, PA and got really wet and cancelled.

The gun show in York, Pa on June 27-28 was really slow so although we met a lot of veterans, we didn’t sell too many items.  Thank you to the very few who showed up to help those two days.

NEW BUSINESS
The Cumberland County Commissioners want to present our Post with a Proclamation for the things we do in the community.  As soon as I have more details, I’ll provide them in a newsletter.
EVENTS FOR 2009
July 17–19, 2009           Carlisle Bike Fest at Carlisle Fairgrounds
Sept. 12–13, 2009          Gun show at Greencastle, PA (Mason Dixon auto auction bldg) TENTATIVE   

Sept. 24-26, 2009
         Harley Davidson Open House in York    TENTATIVE 
Oct. 10, 2009
         Pasta Dinner in Carlisle

Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009     Gun show at York Fairgrounds, York, PA
Nov. 10-11, 2009           POW/MIA all night vigil

Dec. 5, 2009
         Post Christmas Party

Dec. 12-13, 2009
         Gun show at Farm Show in Harrisburg

There may be other events added throughout the year so please keep reading the newsletters.
WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT:  We continue to raise money to donate to this project plus we are considering having an event just for the Wounded Warriors.
SOLDIER WALK – We purchased a “Brick” with our Post name on it at the entrance of the Army Heritage Museum in Carlisle, PA.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, July 20th, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Hope to see you there.  IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND AND CANNOT USE THE STAIRS, ARRIVE AT 6:45PM TO TAKE THE ELEVATOR DOWNSTAIRS TO THE MEETING AREA.   
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  Saturday, July 25th, 2009 at 8am at the Carlisle Diner just past the Dickinson College football field.  Bring your spouse and enjoy a family-style get-together over breakfast.
2009 DUES :   Some of you have not yet paid so please try to pay them soon.  $10.00 for one year.

MISCELLANEOUS:  
We have sent  3 more packages to the troops since the last meeting.  Please bring donated items to the next meeting so we may send more.
Some of us are planning to visit a Montagnard Village in NC some time this fall.  We, as a Post, will also be considering making a donation to help these people who helped us in Vietnam and were our only (real) friends.  If you are interested in making the trip, let one of the officers know.

Large Post patches (8” Diameter) are now available at $15.00 each to Post members.
All donation requests must be submitted to a board member before the board meeting for review and approval.

Bob Hall has created our very own website.  It is www.carlislevietnamveterans.com   If you would like your contact name and information posted in the “members only” folder of the website, please email Bob Hall at gotohall@aol.com with your information.  To access the members only folder, the username is “vietvet” and the password is “welcomehome”.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob Hall.
If you have an email address, please submit it to Pat Keckler at pjk@embarqmail.com so that we may email you the newsletter and cut the cost of postage.  
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:   If you know of a soldier, please give their name and address to one of the board members.  A list of items requested or desired is attached on our letterhead for your convenience to present to potential donors.
POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  241-4224




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539
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DONATION REQUEST

The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is accepting donations to 


be sent to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  If you would be interested in donating items, 


please review the list below and contact Bob Hinkle for pick up arrangements @ 776-4777.

Hard candies

Writing tablets
Envelopes

Eye Drops


Gum


Chap Stick

Traveling Games
Playing Cards


Popcorn

Hot Cocoa

Coffee


Toothbrushes


Crackers

Toothpaste

Dental Floss

Beef Jerky


Nuts


Canned Fruit

Magazines

Crossword Puzzles


Cookies

Pocket Sized Hand Sanitizers

Lotion


Pens


Tissues

Ready to eat Tuna, Chicken, etc.


Note Cards

White Socks

Phone Cards

Deodorant


After Shave 

Shaving Cream
Non-scented wipes
Combos


Doritos

Spaghetti-O’s

Vienna Sausages
Campbells Pork-n-Beans

Word Searches

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
MEMBER HIGHLIGHT THIS MONTH IS BILL SMITH

Our Vice-Commander, Bill Smith is our highlighted member this month.  While still in high school in 1967, some recruiters for the Army, Navy, Air Force and Marines came to his high school to talk to the students.  Bill was so impressed by the sharp looking uniform the Marine recruiter was wearing that he decided to go to room 209 and listen to Gunnery Sgt Brown tell him about the Marines.  Bill told his Dad that he wanted to enlist in the Marines and after graduation he signed up to be a Marine in New Cumberland, PA wanting to be in combat infantry.  He spent 13 weeks in Parris Island for training with the Fox Co. 2nd Bn. Platoon 254.  After boot camp, he went to Camp Lejeune, NC for 6 weeks with Platoon 4T in the 2nd Bn for Infantry training.  He was then sent for communication training and graduated 3rd in a class of about 60 students.  He was then sent to Camp Pendleton, CA for escape and evasion school for 3 weeks and was then sent to Da Nang, Vietnam.  When being distributed to posts, 1SG Marks with the 1st Recon in Camp Reasoner was in desperate need of communication MOS Marines and Bill accepted the position thinking that if he was going to be in the bush he wanted to be able to call for help or a for ride out of there.  He was then assigned to the 1st Recon Bn stationed at a base camp in Phu Bai that was shared with the Army.

His duties were mainly going into the jungle as a radio operator for a 5-8 man team to gather intelligence about the enemy.  He would report by radio back to base camp the identity of an enemy unit, the size of that unit, their location, the kinds of weaponry they had and mainly, identified the unit’s source of supplies.  He would call in artillery strikes on the enemy units and was always searching for the enemy as covertly as possible to keep their location away from the enemy.  Bill remembered calling in Naval support from 15 miles away and how they sent in artillery that were 2000 pounders off the USS New Jersey.  He was familiar with code names for locations that were pre-assigned so that any intercepted communications would be impossible for the enemy to decode.  Bill had security clearance so that he could use crypto secret information to radio.  He commented that the easiest duty was as a communication relay for another recon group that was too far out to reach the base with the radios used then.  After every intelligence recon trip, every member of the group was debriefed regarding what they found out about the enemy.  At times his group’s location was compromised and they would have to fight their way out of the area.  

He was wounded by enemy fire when his unit went into the bush with an Infantry company whose main goal was to search and destroy.  Bill was also wounded 3 other times by shrapnel and was sewn back together and sent back out to the jungle because his MOS was in high demand during his time there.  He left Vietnam in 1969 by way of Okinawa, Japan and was sent to Camp Lejeune, NC as an instructor at a smaller camp inside Lejeune called, Camp Geiger where he trained fire teams and squad movements for 8 months.  He was then sent to Kaneohe, HI for a year working in the division communications and taking it easy until he left the Marine Corps in 1972.   He wanted to extend his service until he found out they would send him back to Vietnam so he changed his mind.  In 1984 he signed back with the Marine Reserves as a Platoon Sgt for 2 years and had one of our Post members as a company Gunnery Sgt. Ruben Nace.   What a small world this is!
