[image: image1][image: image5.png]


           


[image: image6.png]— &
= 3
X <
= i
=\ &
= A&



                   Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1               
                                                   Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc.

                                                                 P.O. Box 696

               


                 Carlisle, PA  17013





         MISSION STATEMENT

      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their    families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
June 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
Thank all of you who marched in the Memorial Day parade in Carlisle.  We had about 20 members marching and as usual, we got a warm welcome.  Thanks also to Tom Stenehjem who drove his Prowler in the parade with Ed Rykoskey in the passenger side.  Ed told me he got quite emotional when the parade crowd gave him an outstanding ovation as he passed by.  That’s why we participate in the parade and honor our fallen comrades.
I would also like to thank everyone who came out to help place flags on the veteran’s graves at the old Cemetery in Carlisle.

NEW BUSINESS
June 20 (Saturday) - We will be setting up our memorabilia stand at 7:15am near the fountain in Newville and closing up between 4pm – 5pm.  We would appreciate your help.
June 27 & 28 – We will be selling memorabilia at a gun show in York, PA at the fairgrounds just off Rt. 74.  If you can help, contact Bob Hinkle or Pat Keckler.  It’s all weekend and we meet a lot of VETERANS at these shows.  It’s a good time for all and we need your help.  You never know, you may run into an old buddy or meet a new one.

EVENTS FOR 2009
June 20, 2009
         Fountain Festival in Newville
June 27-28, 2009
         Gun show at York Fairgrounds, York, PA

July 17–19, 2009           Carlisle Bike Fest at Carlisle Fairgrounds
Sept. 12–13, 2009          Gun show at Greencastle, PA (Mason Dixon auto auction bldg) TENTATIVE   

Sept. 24-26, 2009
         Harley Davidson Open House in York    TENTATIVE 
Oct. 10, 2009
         Pasta Dinner in Carlisle

Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009     Gun show at York Fairgrounds, York, PA
Nov. 10-11, 2009           POW/MIA all night vigil

Dec. 5, 2009
         Post Christmas Party

Dec. 12-13, 2009
         Gun show at Farm Show in Harrisburg

There may be other events added throughout the year so please keep reading the newsletters.
WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT:  We continue to support this important project.  Cracker Barrel has T-shirts for sale with their logo that looks great.  Check them out if you get a chance.  For more information regarding donations, contact Bob Hinkle or Pat Keckler.

SOLDIER WALK – We will be purchasing a “Brick” with our Post name on it at the entrance of the Army Heritage Museum in Carlisle, PA.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, June 15, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Hope to see you there.  IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND AND CANNOT USE THE STAIRS, ARRIVE AT MINERVA AT 6:45PM TO TAKE THE ELEVATOR DOWNSTAIRS TO THE MEETING AREA.   We will be discussing the possibility of taking a van to Asheboro, NC to visit the DEGA Montagnards who live there now.  They were our friends and fought by our sides in NAM.  Let us know if you’re interested.
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  Saturday, June 19, 2009 at 8am at the Carlisle Diner just past the Dickinson College football field.  Bring your spouse and enjoy a family-style get-together over breakfast.
2009 DUES ARE PAST DUE:   MEMBERS WITH UNPAID DUES AS OF MAY 31, 2009 WILL BE DROPPED.

TERRY NAUGLE:  You did a great job with the float in the Memorial Day parade.  It looked great and we are all proud of it and you.  Thank you!!!
MISCELLANEOUS:  
Pat Keckler continues to work hard in sending packages to our troops but she needs more donations.  Get off you butt and collect donations.
Large Post patches (8” Diameter) are now available at $15.00 each.

All donation requests must be submitted to a board member before the board meeting for review and approval.

Bob Hall has created our very own website.  It is www.carlislevietnamveterans.com   If you would like your contact name and information posted in the “members only” folder of the website, please email Bob Hall at gotohall@aol.com with your information.  To access the members only folder, the username is “vietvet” and the password is “welcomehome”.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob Hall.
If you have an email address, please submit it to Pat Keckler at pjk@embarqmail.com so that we may email you the newsletter and cut the cost of postage.  
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:   If you know of a soldier, please give their name and address to one of the board members.  A list of items requested or desired is attached on our letterhead for your convenience to present to potential donors.
POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  241-4224




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539
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DONATION REQUEST

The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is accepting donations to 


be sent to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  If you would be interested in donating items, 


please review the list below and contact Bob Hinkle for pick up arrangements @ 776-4777.

Hard candies

Writing tablets
Envelopes

Eye Drops


Gum


Chap Stick

Traveling Games
Playing Cards


Popcorn

Hot Cocoa

Coffee


Toothbrushes


Crackers

Toothpaste

Dental Floss

Beef Jerky


Nuts


Canned Fruit

Magazines

Crossword Puzzles


Cookies

Pocket Sized Hand Sanitizers

Lotion


Pens


Tissues

Ready to eat Tuna, Chicken, etc.


Note Cards

White Socks

Phone Cards

Deodorant


After Shave 

Shaving Cream
Non-scented wipes
Combos


Doritos

Spaghetti-O’s

Vienna Sausages
Campbells Pork-n-Beans

Word Searches

We currently have plenty of books and bibles thanks to Billy Hawver and Bob Hall.  Thank you for the overwhelming donations you received.  Keep up the great work!!!
THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
EDITORIAL:

POW – MIA ISSUE
This issue, in my opinion is our most important mission.  The government and too many veteran groups have decided it isn’t important anymore.  

WHAT A TRAVESTY!

FACTS - We left at least 500 – 700 “LIVE” POW’s in Vietnam.  That’s not just my opinion but comes from declassified information, information our government didn’t want to release but was forced to under the Freedom of Information Act.
There is a book titled “An Enormous Crime” by former Rep. Congressman, Billy Hendon and Elizabeth Stewart.  Most of the information in the book is from declassified material and/or first hand accounting of Bill Hendon who was part of the POW-MIA task force in Congress during his two terms.  It clearly shows a cover up by officials of our government.  Maybe some of you don’t care anymore, but I sure as hell do.  They are our comrades left over there – they could have been any one of us.  Whether we can force our government to do anything isn’t the point.  We can keep the issue alive, continue to honor them and I, for one, want the BASTARDS who intentionally made sure they would never return home to pay or at least have their names forged forever in our memories.  The book is in paper back now for about $13.00.  You may get mad at me saying this, but if you really care, you’ll read the book.








Bob Hinkle

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT THIS MONTH IS BILL MARTIN

Our 1SG, Bill Martin, joined the Army at the Post Office in Hartford, CT on January 26th, 1956.  He was processed in Fort Dix, NJ and was then sent to Fort Riley, KS for basic training and advanced Infantry training where he was promoted to Pvt., E2 (the first in his company to be promoted).  After a 30 day leave at home, he reported to New York City to be shipped to Germany where he belonged to the 10th Mountain Division, 87th Infantry Regiment, Charlie Company where he was promoted again to PFC E3 and SP3 E4 later called SP4.  He lived in the Smith Barracks in Aschaffensburg until 1958 when the Division was sent back home and was stationed at Fort Benning, GA.  While at Fort Benning, he was chosen to be in an Army experimental unit called, ARSC, (Aerial Recon Security Company) with helicopters and Infantry for placement in Vietnam.  A year after this unit was disbanded the Army came up with the 11th Air Assault which precluded the 1st Cavalry.  He was then transferred to a tank outfit called the 7th Cavalry Regiment.

After six years in the Army, he asked his father if there were any jobs available at home and when his dad said no, he re-enlisted for another six years and went to Fort Devens, MA.  While there, his 1SG asked why he wasn’t a Sgt yet and that was when he decided to get ahead in the Army and make a life out of it.  After soldiering hard for a couple of years, he was promoted to Sgt E-5 before being sent to a place located a little below the DMZ in South Korea in 1962.  During this 13 month tour in Korea, he was stationed with Co. C, 1st BN, 32nd Inf. Regt., 7th Infantry Div. where he did a lot of hard field work.  A few days before his tour was completed he was promoted to Staff Sgt E-6 in 1963 and was sent home.

He decided to get ahead even further in the Army and signed up with a Basic Training outfit in Fort Dix, NJ where he attended Field Cadre School where he finished 2nd in his class.  He was then sent to Drill Sergeant Academy, graduated as 1st Honor Graduate in the 1st Army area and was promoted to Sergeant First Class E-7 in 1964.  For the next three and a half years, he served as a Senior Drill Sgt.  Six months before being sent to Vietnam, he was sent before one of the last old-style promotion boards and after studying and working very hard for a total of 11 yrs., he was promoted to Master Sergeant E-8.  His new orders were issued after this promotion and he was assigned to the First Air Cavalry Division which was the new concept in the Army.  He was assigned as the Intelligence Sergeant, 2nd Brigade, 1st Cav Div. from June 1967 to July 1968.

He arrived in Plieku, South Vietnam in July 1967.  He flew out the next morning by helicopter to An Khe in the central highlands to go through a training course learning about the enemy after which he was issued his equipment and weapon.  He then flew out to his unit at the Landing Zone Uplift where he stayed for about nine months.  His section gathered intelligence from reports from the troops, captured documents, interrogated prisoners and gathered reports from pilots.  For the first six months he gave a Command briefing every morning and every evening.  

After R&R in HI, he flew into Vietnam and landed at Phu Bai and then went on to Quang Tri just below the DMZ.  While he was there for a couple of months, his unit was part of Operation Pegasus to get the Marines out of Khe Sanh.  After that operation, he moved to Dong Ha right on the DMZ for a month and then flew out of Dong Ha back to An Khe to get his things, then onto Cam Ranh Bay to process out of Vietnam and went home.

After a thirty day leave, he received orders to report to Aberdeen Proving Ground, MD where the Personnel SGT told him he had 18 mths. left.  After 16 mths., he received orders to go back to Korea as a MSG in Operations.  He was assigned to the 202nd Transportation Battalion in Inchon, South Korea where they controlled the port of Inchon.  In 1971, he returned to the US and then moved his family to Bremerhaven, Germany for three years where he was assigned as the Operations Sergeant for Support District Northern Germany.  In 1974, he returned to the US to finish his Army career.  He received orders for the Carlisle Barracks, PA and retired from the Army after 24 years of service in August of 1978 
