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                                                                 P.O. Box 696

               


                 Carlisle, PA  17013





         MISSION STATEMENT

      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their    families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
March 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
We have had a great start to 2009.  At the gun show in York on Feb. 21 & 22, we had plenty of help on Saturday and I wanted to thank those who volunteered.  Our goals are to continue helping as many VETERANS as we can, support our troops and most importantly, keep the POW/MIA issue alive.
OLD BUSINESS

The February gun show at York was a good one.  We sold memorabilia and received donations totaling a little over $1100.00.  Thanks again to everyone who helped.
NEW BUSINESS

The dedication ceremony for the Monument to honor Vietnam Veterans will be on Saturday, May 9th, 2009 at 10am.  Mark your calendars and attend.  We need a great turn out of post members since we are sponsoring the monument.  Whether you are a Vietnam veteran or not, please honor those who served and those who made the ultimate sacrifice.  It would be greatly appreciated if you would dress in uniform or BDU’s and where your Cumberland County medal.
We will also be discussing whether to attend a new gun show at Greencastle on April 18-19 or a 3-day show at York on May 1-3.  

EVENTS FOR 2009
May 9, 2009 
         Monument Dedication ceremony in Carlisle at 10am
May 25, 2009
         Memorial Day Parade in Carlisle

June 20, 2009
         Fountain Festival in Newville
July 17 – 19, 2009         Carlisle Bike Fest at Carlisle Fairgrounds
Oct. 10, 2009
         Pasta Dinner

Nov. 10-11, 2009           POW/MIA all night vigil

There will be several gun shows throughout the year that we can sell memorabilia.  Firm dates will be discussed and posted in future newsletters.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, March 16, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Please try to attend.  If you need help with the steps, please notify one of the board members of your needs so we may plan for help. 
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  Saturday, March 21, 2009 at 8am at the Carlisle Diner just past the Dickinson College football field.  Bring your spouse and enjoy a family-style get-together over breakfast.
2009 DUES ARE NOW DUE:   Dues are $10.00 a year or pay $50.00 and become a Life Time Member. Dues can be paid at a meeting or event or can be mailed to PO Box 696, Carlisle, PA  17013.  Please pay your dues.
MISCELLANEOUS:  
Jeff Walker has recently had back surgery and is recovering well.  Remember him in your prayers as we wish him a quick recovery.

All donation requests must be submitted to a board member before the board meeting for review and approval.

Bob Hall has created our very own website.  Take a look at it and submit your input to a board member.  It is www.carlislevietnamveterans.com 
If you have an email address, please submit it to Pat Keckler at pjk@embarqmail.com so that we may email you the newsletter and cut the cost of postage.  
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:  We need to send packages to our troops.  Help support those who are protecting you and your families by soliciting for donations and bringing them to the meetings.  If you know of a soldier who would like to receive a care package, please give the name and address to one of the board members.

**************Items could include:***************
Hard candies, gum, popcorn, crackers, nuts, cookies, pens, writing tablets, envelopes, eye drops, chap stick, traveling games, playing cards, hot cocoa, coffee, toothbrushes, toothpaste, floss, beef jerky, books, magazines, crossword puzzles, pocket size hand sanitizer, lotion, tissues, ready to eat tuna, chicken, etc., soup, rice, note cards, white socks, phone cards, deodorant, after shave, shaving cream, baby wipes, Combos, Doritos, Spagehtti-O’s
       POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  241-4224




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539

MEMBER HIGHLIGHT THIS MONTH IS JACK ZIEGLER
Jack Ziegler became a Petty Officer in the Navy Seabees on June 28, 1966.  Because the war was escalating rapidly and the government was desperate for help, they waved the mandatory 3 to 4 year sign up and offered 2-year tours of duty to experienced construction workers to sign up.  Since he would be drafted any way, Jack signed up. His construction battalion was trained with the Marines by the Marine Corps at a navy base in Davisville, RI.  Then to Gulfport, MS for more training and then onto Norfolk, VA for survival training.  When his training was complete, he was sent to Coronado, CA to await his orders and was sent to Vietnam.  His 2 tours of duty with a construction battalion lasted 6 months each and Jack’s tours were served back to back from 1966 to 1967.  He’s not sure of the dates but he knows he was in Vietnam for 2 Christmases.  
He was stationed mainly in Da-Nang and in Hue (up north).  He was classified as a builder assigned to the NSA (Naval Support Activities).  His main duties consisted of building guard towers, bridges, roads, runways at airports, hooches, barracks and any building at fire bases or out posts.  He would work with equipment operators who cleared the land to put up barbed wire around perimeters.  He laughs because the Marines always claimed to be the first ones in, but without the Seabees to clear the land and build the bases, the Marines weren’t getting in.
At times, Jack and some others were assigned temporary duty to MCB2 and MCB6 (Mobile construction battalions).  They would spend time in native villages, eating, sleeping, living with the natives while they performed civic action which consisted of taking in supplies and fixing their huts and whatever else needed done.  Jack commented that they would be on foot patrol to these villages without any kind of support to watch their backs and the VC knew his battalion was there.
They kept him busy working a minimum of 10 hours per day 6 days a week and every 4th Sunday.  At Camp Tien Sha, he patrolled the perimeters and pulled guard duty in the guard towers.  He was sent to downtown Da-Nang to help with 24 hour security.  He was always working; building, patrolling, securing, helping natives and doing his duty.
Jack was debriefed in Coronado, CA before coming home and then served 4 years in the active duty reserves.  He was never called back to serve and was finished with the military June 28, 1972.  
