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         MISSION STATEMENT

      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their    families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
May 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
PROUD!  I was extremely proud of our Vietnam Post on Saturday, May 9th as we dedicated the memorial in Carlisle to honor and thank all Vietnam veterans from Cumberland County.  “You”, the members of our Post made it happen and over 40 of you were in attendance.  Hundreds of Nam vets were there receiving the recognition they have deserved for years.  I know I got a little emotional because it meant a lot to me.  We did it all ourselves and we should all be proud of that as well.  Army, Marines, Navy, Air Force, Coast Guard, National Guard – we’re all on the same team.
OLD BUSINESS
The gun show in York, PA on May 1-3 went very well. We sold over $1,000.00 in memorabilia in 3 days.  Thanks to all of you who helped.
The Vietnam monument dedication ceremony on May 9th was well organized and the turn out was great.  It took the entire Post to make it a success and it is something that will be there for generations to enjoy.  Thanks to everyone for helping raise money to make it happen and for attending.

NEW BUSINESS
The Carlisle Memorial Day parade on Monday, May 25th will be lining up around 8:15am – 8:30am on Noble Blvd. behind JW Music and will proceed to North and High Streets around 8:45am.  Please try to come out and march.  If you have some kind of uniform and want to wear it (great!) but if you just feel better in shirt and jeans, that’s okay too.  We want you there to march proudly as a Veteran of the Country.  Answer the call.
The Fountain Festival in Newville, PA will be on June 20th and we need your help.  We will be setting up at 7:15am near the fountain in Newville and closing up between 4pm – 5pm.  Mark it on your calendars.

EVENTS FOR 2009
May 25, 2009
         Memorial Day Parade in Carlisle

June 20, 2009
         Fountain Festival in Newville
June 27-28, 2009
         Gun show at York Fairgrounds, York, PA

July 17–19, 2009           Carlisle Bike Fest at Carlisle Fairgrounds
Sept. 12–13, 2009          Gun show at Greencastle, PA (Mason Dixon auto auction building)       

Sept. 24-26, 2009
         Harley Davidson Open House in York

Oct. 10, 2009
         Pasta Dinner in Carlisle

Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009     Gun show at York Fairgrounds, York, PA

Nov. 10-11, 2009           POW/MIA all night vigil

Dec. 5, 2009
         Post Christmas Party

Dec. 12-13, 2009
         Gun show at Farm Show in Harrisburg

There may be other events added throughout the year so please keep reading the newsletters.
WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT:  We continue to support this important group.  For more information regarding donations, contact Bob Hinkle or Pat Keckler.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, May 18, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Please try to attend.  IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND AND CANNOT USE THE STAIRS, ARRIVE AT MINERVA AT 6:45PM TO TAKE THE ELEVATOR DOWNSTAIRS TO THE MEETING AREA.
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  Saturday, May 23, 2009 at 8am at the Carlisle Diner just past the Dickinson College football field.  Bring your spouse and enjoy a family-style get-together over breakfast.
FLAGS ON VETERANS GRAVES:  We will be placing the flags on the graves on Saturday, May 23rd after we have breakfast.  The old cemetery is at Willow and Bedford Streets.  Come and join us.
2009 DUES ARE NOW DUE:   Dues are $10.00 a year or pay $50.00 and become a Life Time Member. Dues can be paid at a meeting or event or can be mailed to PO Box 696, Carlisle, PA  17013.  Please pay your dues.  MEMBERS WITH UNPAID DUES AS OF MAY 31, 2009 WILL BE DROPPED.
MISCELLANEOUS:  
Thanks to the Carlisle Borough office in Carlisle for donations of two boxes of items to send to the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  This is what we are about – VETERANS HELPING VETERANS
The Save the Montagnard People Project will be discussed at this meeting.
Large Post patches (8” Diameter) are now available at $15.00 each.

All donation requests must be submitted to a board member before the board meeting for review and approval.

Bob Hall has created our very own website.  It is www.carlislevietnamveterans.com   If you would like your contact name and information posted in the “members only” folder of the website, please email Bob Hall at gotohall@aol.com with your information.  To access the members only folder, the username is “vietvet” and the password is “welcomehome”.  If you have any problems, please contact Bob Hall.
If you have an email address, please submit it to Pat Keckler at pjk@embarqmail.com so that we may email you the newsletter and cut the cost of postage.  
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:  We need to send packages to our troops.  Help support those who are protecting you and your families by soliciting for donations and bringing them to the meetings.  If you know of a soldier who would like to receive a care package, please give the name and address to one of the board members.  A list of items requested or desired is attached on our letterhead for your convenience to present to potential donors.
POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  241-4224




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539
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DONATION REQUEST

The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is accepting donations to 


be sent to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  If you would be interested in donating items, 


please review the list below and contact Bob Hinkle for pick up arrangements @ 776-4777.

Hard candies

Writing tablets
Envelopes

Eye Drops


Gum


Chap Stick

Traveling Games
Playing Cards


Popcorn

Hot Cocoa

Coffee


Toothbrushes


Crackers

Toothpaste

Dental Floss

Beef Jerky


Nuts


Books


Magazines

Crossword Puzzles


Cookies

Pocket Sized Hand Sanitizers

Lotion


Pens


Tissues

Ready to eat Tuna, Chicken, etc.


Note Cards

White Socks

Phone Cards

Deodorant


After Shave 

Shaving Cream
Non-scented wipes
Combos


Doritos

Spaghetti-O’s

Vienna Sausages
Campbells Pork-n-Beans


Canned Fruit

Bibles


Word Searches

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
MEMBER HIGHLIGHT THIS MONTH IS CHARLIE BEIDEL

Charlie Beidel (better know to Rod and I as “Uncle Charlie” since he is married to Rod’s Aunt Edna) enlisted for 3 years in January of 1968 into the Army to learn auto mechanics.  He was sent to Ft. Benning, GA for basic training and was then sent to the Aberdeen Proving Grounds, MD for schooling as an automotive mechanic.  After his schooling there he was sent directly to Vietnam by way of Ft. Dix, NJ and then onto Seattle, WA before going over to Vietnam.  He landed in Cam Ranh Bay and was sent to the Tan Son Nhut replacement center where he replaced a soldier who was going home.  He was assigned to the 101st Airborne and was then sent to Camp Eagle which was a full base camp in Phu Bai.  Once there, he was assigned to a motor pool for 3 weeks where he maintained, repaired or made replacements to ¾ ton trucks, 5 ton trucks, jeeps or a “Deuce and a Half” here and there.  

The company commander offered him a position driving a 5 ton wrecker following ammunition convoys that travelled from Da Nang to many fire bases along the way back to Base Camp Eagle.  These convoys had no outside support other than their own trucks.  His was armed with twin 60’s which were manned at all times.  His 5 ton wrecker always brought up the rear of the convoy and there were times when a vehicle in the convoy would break down and he would be left behind to either repair the vehicle or load it up on the wrecker and retrieve it.  The convoy would continue moving if it took too much time to make these repairs and Charlie would be left with his gunner and the soldiers from the broken down vehicle to get it done and catch up.  These convoys lasted roughly a week round trip and he did this for the rest of the year. 

He left Vietnam in August 1969 as a Spec 5 and went home on a 30-day leave and was then sent to Ft. Riley, KS with his wife, Edna and 1yr. old son, Kevin.  He spent 16 months at Ft. Riley where he was with the “Big Red One” (1st Infantry Division) and was made a Buck Sgt. E5 which had more responsibilities than a Spec 5 but with the same pay.  He had Spec 5 soldiers working under him. His duties included issuing and receiving TA50 field gear supplies.  He was discharged Jan. 7, 1971 from Ft. Riley, KS and currently is a member of the Cumberland County Honor Guard still performing his duty to his country by honoring his fallen brothers and sisters.

