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                   Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1               
                                                   Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc.

                                                                 P.O. Box 696

               


                 Carlisle, PA  17013





         MISSION STATEMENT

      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
October 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
Veteran’s Day is fast approaching, so please, try to attend a ceremony near you to honor all Veterans past and present.  Our annual POW-MIA vigil will start at 11pm on November 10th at the square in Carlisle and will continue until 11am on November 11th which is Veteran’s Day.  If you can give us a few hours for the vigil, it would be greatly appreciated.  I know we are all getting older, but so are the POW-MIA’s who are still missing.  See you at the vigil.
OLD BUSINESS
The pasta dinner was a great success for us as we had approximately 173 people attend.  Tom Stenehjem and Skip Brown co-chaired the committee and did a great job.  Thanks also to Luann Hinkle, Tom Piercy, Jack Ziegler, John Hawkins and Duane Goodman (a friend of Skips who helped with the cooking).  Also, a thank you to the Dickinson ROTC who were a great help.  It was a very successful evening and we met a lot of great people.
NEW BUSINESS
EVENTS FOR 2009
Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009     Gun show at York Fairgrounds (We will need at least 2 people each day)
Nov. 10-11, 2009           POW/MIA vigil at the Old Courthouse in Carlisle starting at 11pm on Nov. 10th
Dec. 5, 2009
         Post Christmas Party at the VFW in Boiling Springs
*NOTE*  Let Bob and/or Luann Hinkle know if you will be attending.  It is free for Post members and           one guest only.  All additional guests must pay $5.00 each to attend.  We will have a DJ and great food.

Dec. 12-13, 2009
         Gun show at Farm Show in Harrisburg (2 people each day are needed)
DUES:  2010 Post membership dues are now due.  You can mail the $10.00 yearly membership fee or $50.00 Lifetime membership fee or bring it to the meeting.

FLAGS:  We will be removing the flags from the Veteran graves on Saturday, November 14th at 9:30am.  If you would like to help, we will meet at the Old Molly Pitcher Grave Yard on Willow St. in Carlisle.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, October 19th, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND AND CANNOT USE THE STAIRS, ARRIVE AT 6:45PM TO TAKE THE ELEVATOR DOWNSTAIRS TO THE MEETING AREA.   ****THIS IS THE SAME NIGHT AS THE HALLOWEEN PARADE, SO LEAVE EARLY*****
BY-LAWS:  The changes and modifications to the by-laws will be discussed and acted upon at this meeting.  These changes include our Post name change and the addition of the 1SG as a board member and the duties attached to that position.
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  The breakfast social will be held on Saturday, October 24th at 8am at the Carlisle Diner in Carlisle just past the Dickinson College Football Field.
WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT:  We continue to raise money to donate to this project plus we are considering having an event just for the Wounded Warriors next year.


MISCELLANEOUS:  
The Elks in Carlisle will be sponsoring a dinner for Veterans on Thursday, November 19th at 6pm.  If you plan attending, let Bob Hinkle know by November 5th.

If there is something that you feel our Post could be doing, please bring your suggestions to the meeting.

All donation requests must be submitted to a board member before the board meeting for review and approval.

Bob Hall has created our very own website.  It is www.carlislevietnamveterans.com   If you would like your contact name and information posted in the “members only” folder of the website, please email Bob Hall at gotohall@aol.com with your information.  To access the members only folder, the username is “vietvet” and the password is “welcomehome”.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob Hall.
If you have an email address and would like to receive your monthly newsletter through email, please forward your email address to Patsy Keckler at pjk@embarqmail.com
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:   If you know of anyone who is deployed and would like a package, please give their name and address to one of the board members.  We continue to collect donations, so please bring them to the meeting.

POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  241-4224




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539
MEMBER HIGHLIGHT THIS MONTH IS JOHN HAWKINS

John had heard that some guys he graduated from high school with were being drafted and came home from work one day and found his draft letter on his bed.  John was drafted August 1966 and was sent to Ft. Leonard Wood, MO for basic training.  After basic training, John was sent to Ft. Sill, OK for AIT (Advanced Infantry Training) where he was specifically trained to be a Forward Artillery Observer.  John was trained to observe the enemies position and report the coordinates back to the fire base and then also to report how close the fire base was to hitting the target by giving directions such as, one click up, down, left or right.  John started his tour of duty as a PFC (Private First Class), 1-1/2 months later he was a SPEC 4 (Specialist 4th Class – Corporal) and 6 months later became an E5 Buck Sergeant.  

After training, John was sent to Vietnam on March 11th, 1967 stationed mainly at Bien Hoa base camp but also spent time at the 25th Infantry division base camp at Cu Chi and was attached to the 2nd Field Force.  Later it was discovered that the enemy had dug numerous tunnels around and under the Cu Chi base camp while US troops were there. John’s attachment would follow different divisions but mainly followed an element of the 25th Infantry attached to the 1st Infantry Division and would set up their artillery bases while on search and destroy missions.  He also spent time on the search and destroy missions as a rifleman.  

John was in Vietnam when the Tet offensive began on January 1968.  John’s tour of duty was over and he was sent home on May 13th, 1968.  

I WANT TO KILL THE MAN WHO KILLED GRANDPA

A father and mother with three small children stood facing the Vietnam wall and the father, trying to hold back tears pointed and said, “There, on line twenty-three is the name of your grandpa.”  He said, “Grandpa and nearly 59,000 other heroes died fighting for freedoms you enjoy today.” Then he lowered his head and in a voice you could barely hear said, “It’s a hell of a price to pay.”  
A little boy said, “Dad, what was grandpa like?”  Dad replied, “I really don’t know.  Like you, I was only five years old when he was killed and that was so long ago.”  The little boy, still curious, asked, “How do I become a hero and get my name on a wall and what is war really like, Dad?”  And then he added, “I want to kill the man who killed grandpa.”  Before Dad could answer, Mom quietly said, “It’s getting late and we really should be on our way.”  But the little boy spoke up and in a sad voice said, “I don’t want to go – this is where grandpa lives and I want to stay.”  

Then he glared back at the wall and said, “Mom and Dad, I can see grandpa waving at me and he’s saying it’s okay, Robbie, I’m doing fine in here.  I’ve got all my buddies with me you see.”  Then a smile appeared on Robbie’s face and he waved and said, “See you grandpa, I’ll make sure Mom and Data bring me back here soon again to visit you at this wall.”

Mom and Dad (speechless) stared again at the big black wall but saw only their reflections once again and they wondered – was this Robbie’s imagination or had grandpa really visited them.  Then they glared about ten feet to their right where an old veteran with a (bush) hat on and a cane stood facing the wall and they heard him say, “Hey! Homie, I told you I’d be back to visit you this fall.”  He said, “I brought you a pack of c-rats, you know what I’m talking about, don’t you, Homie.  Hell, Homie, the kind we used to eat in Nam when we were together up near the DMZ.”

Then for a few seconds the veteran was silent as he lowered his head and looked away.  Then composed himself and said, “Fuck it, Homie, if I’d known you were going to buy the farm I’d never have given you my peaches that day.”  Then he sat down a can of Hams beer and said, “Here, wash those C’s down with this, at least this one’s a cold one, Homie.  Remember in Nam how they were always cold as tiger piss?”  He said, “Man, you sure look good.  Hell, you haven’t aged at all and one of these days, Homie, I’m gonna join you inside this big black wall.”  

Then the veteran saluted and as he turned to leave, he looked at Robbie, winked and smiled because he knew that the power of the wall he and Robbie just experienced was only offered to a chosen few.








Bob Hinkle
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