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                   Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1               
                                                   Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc.

                                                                 P.O. Box 696

               


                 Carlisle, PA  17013





         MISSION STATEMENT

      The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is an organization of Veterans, of those who support Veterans, their families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War through both formal and informal public and personal programs


_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
September 2009 Newsletter

_________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________________
COMMANDER’S REPORT
September 18, 2009 is the National POW/MIA Day across our great country.  Please try to attend one of the POW/MIA ceremonies being held.  We owe it to those still missing and we owe it to the families that have loved ones still unaccounted for.  One of the best programs is held by the Mechanicsburg Vietnam Veterans this Friday, Sept. 18th at 7pm on the square of Mechanicsburg.  I encourage you to attend and show support as we honor those “
HEROES” still missing.
NEW BUSINESS
We donated 8 shopping carts to Chapel Pointe Nursing Home in Carlisle and we received a very appreciative letter back saying the residents are using them within the home and enjoying them.
The pasta dinner will be held on Saturday, Oct. 10th starting at 5:30pm at the Warrell Social Hall, St. Patrick Church on Marsh Drive in Carlisle.  Flyers are enclosed so try to come out and /or ask a business owner or anyone to purchase a table to help our cause.  If you would like to help, contact Tom Stenehjem or LuAnn Hinkle.  Also, we will have a Vietnam memorabilia table set up, so if you have any items you would like to display, bring them to the dinner or contact Bob Hinkle.

Thank you to Jeff Walker, Bill Smith, Rod and Pat Keckler and Bob Garman for helping to place yellow ribbons along the parade route to bring home the 56th Stryker Brigade from Iraq.

The post will need a volunteer to chair the float committee for next year’s Memorial Day parade The post will need 2 volunteers to be a by-law committee to review the changes to our by-laws as soon as possible.  We will also need to volunteers to be on an audit committee in January 2010.  Please consider these positions and volunteer at the next meeting.  We need your help.

EVENTS FOR 2009
Sept. 25-26, 2009
         Harley Davidson Open House in York, PA off Rt. 30 at old Bob Evans                                       
Oct. 10, 2009
         Pasta Dinner in Carlisle

Oct. 31-Nov. 1, 2009     Gun show at York Fairgrounds, York, PA
Nov. 10-11, 2009           POW/MIA all night vigil

Dec. 5, 2009
         Post Christmas Party

Dec. 12-13, 2009
         Gun show at Farm Show in Harrisburg

WOUNDED WARRIOR PROJECT:  We continue to raise money to donate to this project plus we are considering having an event just for the Wounded Warriors.
NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, September 21, 2009 at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  IF YOU ARE PLANNING TO ATTEND AND CANNOT USE THE STAIRS, ARRIVE AT 6:45PM TO TAKE THE ELEVATOR DOWNSTAIRS TO THE MEETING AREA.   ****THIS IS THE SAME NIGHT AS THE HALLOWEEN PARADE, SO LEAVE EARLY*****
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  There will be no social breakfast in September due to the events we have scheduled.

MISCELLANEOUS:  
On September 18th, the Mechanicsburg Vietnam Vets will be holding their annual POW-MIA vigil on the square of Mechanicsburg at 7pm.  It’s very important that we attend so mark it on your calendars.  Show your support for our friends that are still missing.

All donation requests must be submitted to a board member before the board meeting for review and approval.

Bob Hall has created our very own website.  It is www.carlislevietnamveterans.com   If you would like your contact name and information posted in the “members only” folder of the website, please email Bob Hall at gotohall@aol.com with your information.  To access the members only folder, the username is “vietvet” and the password is “welcomehome”.  If you have any questions, please contact Bob Hall.
If you have an email address, please submit it to Pat Keckler at pjk@embarqmail.com so that we may email you the newsletter and cut the cost of postage.  
DONATIONS TO OUR TROOPS:   If you know of a soldier, please give their name and address to one of the board members.  A list of items requested or desired is attached on our letterhead for your convenience to present to potential donors.
POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander  776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander  243-8615





Bill Martin, 1SG  243-5338





John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms  241-4224




Tom Stenehjem, Treasurer  245-0274





Patsy Keckler, Secretary   486-3539
   A good book about POW/MIA’s is “AN ENORMOUS CRIME” by Bill Hendon & Elizabeth Stewart
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DONATION REQUEST

The Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc. is accepting donations to 


be sent to our troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  If you would be interested in donating items, 


please review the list below and contact Bob Hinkle for pick up arrangements @ 776-4777.

Hard candies

Writing tablets
Envelopes

Eye Drops


Gum


Chap Stick

Traveling Games
Playing Cards


Popcorn

Hot Cocoa

Coffee


Toothbrushes


Crackers

Toothpaste

Dental Floss

Beef Jerky


Nuts


Canned Fruit

Magazines

Crossword Puzzles


Cookies

Pocket Sized Hand Sanitizers

Lotion


Pens


Tissues

Ready to eat Tuna, Chicken, etc.


Note Cards

White Socks

Phone Cards

Deodorant


After Shave 

Shaving Cream
Non-scented wipes
Combos


Doritos

Spaghetti-O’s

Vienna Sausages
Campbells Pork-n-Beans

Word Searches

THANK YOU FOR YOUR SUPPORT!
THE MEMBER HIGHLIGHT FOR SEPTEMBER IS BOB GARMAN
Bob Garman served in the United States Marine Corps between 1972 and 1979.  He knew he was going to be drafted since his number was 5 in the lottery so he signed up 6 months early.  Bob was going to sign up with the Army because his older brother was already serving in the Army stationed in Korea at that time but three of his buddies talked him into signing up with them in to the Marine Corps.  His 3 buddies ended up at Camp Lejune, NC and Bob was sent to CA. He remembers the day he left because it was during one of the worst hurricanes that ever hit this area.  Hurricane Agnes.  The Corps told them to be ready in a week to leave and as soon as the water receded, he was on his way to Parris Island, SC to correction school to become a brig guard.  Bob was sent to Fort Gordon, GA for more training and then was given the choice of working in New York or California.  Bob said there was no way he was going to New York so he was sent to San Diego, CA to the main Marine Corps barracks to serve as a brig guard for 3 years.  Bob remembers a Navy prisoner who hung himself while in the brig because he raped a 14-yr old American girl and was being threatened by the other inmates and took matters into his own hands by taking his own life.  Bob was at the cell only 30 minutes after the hanging.  Late in the first year, 1972, he recalls the barracks being on red alert for a year.  Red alert meant that all guards should be ready to be sent to Vietnam at any time to escort American troops who were in custody from all branches of the military back to the brig at CA.  Bob was never sent to Vietnam and was frustrated because the prisoners were better off than he was so he re-enlisted to get out of that job and because he really did want to go to Vietnam to serve.

Bob was sent to Aviation Supply School in Meridian, Mississippi and then onto Cherry Point, NC where he joined the MAG 14 (Marine Airwing Group).  He trained there from 1975 until Dec. 1976 and was then deployed off the coast of Vietnam to the South Pacific for 6 months with the VMA-Q2 (electronic warfare jammers A6 airplanes).    

Bob caught up with his ship, the USS Midway, at Subic Bay, Philippines to replace the group that was going home and was aboard for 30 days to Japan.   His home base was MCAS (Marine Corp Air Station) Iwakuni, Japan which was about 35 miles away from Hiroshima.  Americans were not liked there and the kids would spit on them and curse at them in Japanese constantly.  Luckily, his squadron spent a total of 30 days there during the 6 month tour where they refueled and made necessary repairs to airplanes.  Bob commented that before they would go ashore they had to unload all their bombs onto another ship at sea and then load them back on board afterwards using short cables across the water to each ship. As a Supply Chief, Bob was in charge of all the supplies and parts needed by his squadron and was over the supply clerks that worked with him.  There were times that no matter what your MOS, if you were needed to help repair a plane, you were told what to do and did it (with some supervision, of course).  Bob spent most of his tour aboard ship, below deck in a 6’ x 12’ “cubby hole” with 5 other Marines for 12 hours on duty and then 12 hours off getting parts.  The only time he went on deck was to help when needed which wasn’t very often.  There were times when in the Philippines that Bob would pull a 24 hour duty shift until he was relieved.   After 3 months, the USS Midway was dry docked in Japan and he was transferred on board the USS Coral Sea for the last 3 months of his tour.  The USS Coral Sea wasn’t quite as nice as the USS Midway, in that his sleeping quarters were directly below the flight deck with no air conditioning.  There were water hours, where in the middle of a shower the water would be shut off.  During Bob’s 6 month tour they operated out of Japan, Taiwan, Korea and the Philippines in support of the 1st Main Aircraft Wing and 7th Naval Fleet.  

Bob came home and spent the last 1-1/2 years in Cherry Point, NC as a supply clerk for airplanes. Bob worked in a dark warehouse where the parts were stored.  If parts were needed, the Marine would ring the doorbell and Bob would get their needed parts.  Bob was offered to go back to Japan if he re-enlisted for recruiter duty or drill instructor school and he said no way.   

Bob really wanted to go to Vietnam to serve and was disappointed that he didn’t.  Bob feels lacking when compared to some of the MOS’s of our other members but he is very happy to be with the Edward Jay Rykoskey Post 1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Inc.  Welcome home Bob, you did your duty as did all

