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 Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1

Carlisle Vietnam Veterans, Inc

P. O. Box 696

Carlisle, PA 17013

 www.carlislevietnamveterans.com
 Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Mission Statement
Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans, Inc. is an organization of Veterans and those who support Veterans

and their families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War

through both formal and informal public and personal programs.

March 2011 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S REPORT

At our last gun show in February, we had several veterans returning from Iraq and Afghanistan stop by our memorabilia stand and say hello.  Several were still on active duty and several were wounded.  One had been shot three times, another was missing a leg and still another was missing an arm.  Many spent a long time talking with and they all thanked us for our service.  When we thanked one Iraqi veteran, he teared up and said, “you guys have every right to be bitter, but everytime I meet a Vietnam vet,  he thanks me.”  He went on to say “you guys are why America treats us good today.”  The vet who had been shot three times said “most of the people in Afghanistan hate us and things are f**ed up over there, but I just volunteered to go back.”  Sound familiar??  Vets love their country and each other even though we fight and die protecting despicable people like those with the Westboro Baptist Church.  MAY THE REAL GOD (not their God) BLESS AMERICA!!!
Bob Hinkle
OLD BUSINESS

Feb. 26-27 Gun Show – thanks to everyone who helped.  We did okay, but sales were lower this year compared to last year.
NEW BUSINESS
Parking cars at car shows – we have a small area that we can use – will discuss further at the March meeting.
Float Committee:  we will discuss what to put on the float this year for the Memorial Day parade at the next meeting.
Below are events already planned for 2011 –


May 22 – 2nd annual dedication of Vietnam Monument in Carlisle


May 30 – Carlisle Memorial Day Parade


May 13–15 – Gun Show, York Fairgrounds

June 18 – Fountain Festival in Newville

July 22-25 – Bike Fest, Carlisle Fairgrounds

Oct. 29-30 – Gun Show, York Fairgrounds

Nov. 10-11 – Our annual POW-MIA vigil

Dec. 3 (tentative) – Post Christmas Party

Pasta Dinner – will be scheduled some time in the fall – need volunteers

Post Picnic – no date yet – need volunteers

Church of God Home in Carlisle to visit vets – no date yet

Parking cars – dates will be in next newsletter

NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, March 21st, at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Please try to attend.  
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:  Saturday, March 26 at 8 am at the Carlisle Diner.  Join us for a good time.
2011 POST DUES are now due so try to get them paid.  Remember, yearly dues are $10.00 and a lifetime membership can be purchased for $50.00 and can be mailed to our address.

Please keep the following members in your prayers:

Terry Naugle 



John Hawkins

Jeff Walker  



Barry McCoy

Tom Stenehjem


Gary Hoyaux
MEMORBILIA:  Contact Luann Hinkle at (717) 776-4777.
DONATIONS FOR OUR TROOPS:  We are always accepting donations of phone cards and/or gift cards to send to the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please mail them to the Post address or bring them to a meeting.

POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander            776-4777




Bill Smith, Vice Commander     243-8615




Bill Martin, 1SG                         243-5338




John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms      241-4224




Patsy Keckler, Treasurer            486-3539



Luann Hinkle, Secretary
    776-4777

FYI – a noteworthy comparison submitted by Jeff Walker

Civilian Friends vs. Veteran Friends Comparisons
CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Get upset if you’re too busy to talk to them for a week.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Are glad to see you after years, and will happily carry on the same conversation you were having the last time you met.

CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Have never seen you cry.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Have cried with you.

CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Keep your stuff so long they forget it’s yours.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Borrow your stuff for a few days then give it back.

CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Know a few things about you.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Could write a book with direct quotes from you.

CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Will leave you behind if that’s what the crowd is doing.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Will kick the crowd’s ass that left you behind.

CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Are for a while.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Are for life.

CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Have shared a few experiences.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Have shared a lifetime of experiences no citizen could ever dream of.

CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Will take your drink when they think you’ve had enough.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Will look at you stumbling all over the place and say “You better drink the rest of that before you spill it!” then carry you home safely and put you to bed.
CIVILIAN FRIENDS:  Will ignore this.

VETERAN FRIENDS:  Will forward this.

A veteran – whether active duty, retired, or reserve – is someone who, at one point in their life, wrote a blank check made payable to ‘The Government of the United States of America’ for an amount of ‘up to and including my life’. 

From one veteran to another, it’s an honor to be in your company.
www.carlislevietnamveterans.com


