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 Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1

Carlisle Vietnam Veterans, Inc

P. O. Box 696

Carlisle, PA 17013

 www.carlislevietnamveterans.com
 Carlisle Vietnam Veterans Mission Statement
Edward Jay Rykoskey Post #1, Carlisle Vietnam Veterans, Inc. is an organization of Veterans and those who support Veterans

and their families and friends with their experiences. Our purpose is to ensure an honest and truthful legacy of the Vietnam War

through both formal and informal public and personal programs.

August 2011 Newsletter
COMMANDER’S REPORT 

Over the past two years, I have spoken to many of our troops returning from Iraq and Afghanistan and I find their stories are similar to the war we fought in Vietnam.  Politicians are putting the same restrictions on them as they did with us, and because of that, many of their buddies wind up wounded or dead.  Many are angry and are experiencing the same problems we did when we came back.  Suicide rates are extremely high, especially for combat vets.  They need vets like us to reach out and make personal contact with them – just let them know we know what they are going thru and are here to listen to them and help.  I’ve been angry for over 40 years, but what helps calm me is talking to and spending time with other veterans.  Reach out your heart and hands to these young heroes.
OLD BUSINESS
Bike Fest – we want to thank the members who braved over 100 degrees on Friday and nearly 100 degrees on Saturday with high humidity.  It brought back memories of Vietnam being so hot, but we survived.  We also had sales and donations of around $800.00.  Thanks go out to Bob Garman, Bob Gilbert, John Stroud, John Hawkins, Paul Hundertmark, Bill Smith, Bill Martin, Rod Keckler, Tony Phillips, Jeff Walker, Dave Palmer, Terry Naugle, and Bob and Luann Hinkle.
NEW BUSINESS
Post Picnic – We will have a post picnic on Saturday, September 24th starting at 12 noon at Trine Park in Mt. Holly Springs.  Bring your family and have a good time.  We would like you to bring a covered dish.  Contact Luann Hinkle to let her know what you will be bringing so we don’t have an overload on one type of dish.  Any questions, contact Bob or Luann Hinkle.

Post Raffle – We are holding a meat raffle to raise money.  Tickets are now available and you can get them by contacting Bob Hinkle or Terry Naugle.  Please try to sell a few tickets to help our cause, i.e., helping veterans, wounded warriors, and promoting our POW-MIA cause.

Remaining events planned for 2011 –

Sept. 17 – Holly Days in Mt. Holly Springs


Sept. 24 – Post Picnic

Oct. 15 – Pasta dinner at St. Patrick’s

Oct. 29-30 – Gun Show, York Fairgrounds

Nov. 10-11 – Our annual POW-MIA vigil

Dec. 3  – Post Christmas Party

Williams Grove Flea Market – no date yet
MISCELLANEOUS
October 8, 2011 at 12:00 p.m. - There will be a memorial for Carol Ann Drazba, the first nurse and first woman killed in Vietnam in Dunmore, Pa.

NEXT POST MEETING:  Monday, August 15th, at 7pm in the Minerva Mills Bldg on E. Louther St. in Carlisle.  Please try to attend.  
NEXT POST SOCIAL BREAKFAST:   Saturday, August 20th at 8 a.m. at the Carlisle Diner.  Please come join us and bring your spouse.
Please keep the following members in your prayers:

Terry Naugle 



John Hawkins

Jeff Walker  



Gary Hoyaux

Tom Stenehjem


Jack & Darlene Zeigler

Charlie & Edna Beidel 

Denny and Vicky Claybaugh
MEMORABILIA:  We have a new T-shirt for sale.  It is black with a field cross on the front and a poem on the back.  You will love it!  Contact Luann Hinkle at (717) 776-4777.  
DONATIONS FOR OUR TROOPS:  We are always accepting donations of phone cards and/or gift cards to send to the troops in Iraq and Afghanistan.  Please mail them to the Post address or bring them to a meeting.
POST OFFICERS:
Bob Hinkle, Commander            776-4777
John Hawkins, Sgt-At-Arms      241-4224

Bill Smith, Vice Commander     243-8615
Patsy Keckler, Treasurer            486-3539

Bill Martin, 1SG

          243-5338
Luann Hinkle, Secretary            776-4777

Dave Palmer, Chaplain               582-286
BOOK REVIEW
I just finished a book titled “S.O.G.  The Secret War of America’s Commandos in Vietnam” by John Plaster.  It’s a true account of Special Forces secret missions into Cambodia, Laos, and North Vietnam in the 1960’s and 70’s.  I found it difficult to put down, although many parts of it made me mad at our military leaders and politicians back then.  I thoroughly enjoyed reading it.  Many a good elite soldier was killed or captured because of negligence by our leaders and/or because of a “mole” within the intelligence community, including high level South Vietnamese officials for years.  Yet, we did nothing to prevent it.  If you care; you’ll get pissed, but will enjoy this book.

Bob Hinkle
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